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At the Bottom of the Garden 
Ticket to Ride 
 

Links with other subject units this term 

Understanding the world links with all other areas of learning through the opportunities we provide. 

Prior Learning 
  

The children have continued to observe the seasons as they changed from winter to spring. Most children are observant about 
the world around them and talk about what they see asking questions where appropriate. The children talk about the important 
people around them and sharing ‘Me and My Family’ books is part of their weekly routine which they enjoy. The children have 
developed new vocabulary and are encouraged to use this in different contexts. They enjoy using maps and atlas’ to look and 
learn about the wider world. They know about Christian celebrations as well as celebrations from other religions and countries. 
The children know some interesting facts about animals including dinosaurs. 

Key vocabulary for this unit 
 

Past and Present: 
History, today, yesterday, tomorrow, the present, now, then, the past, the future, day, week, month, long ago, before I was born, 
old, new/modern, transport, steam train, electric car, space rocket, Apollo 11, remember, same/ different, change, compare, 
order, caterpillar, cocoon, butterfly 
People, Culture and Communities: 
Easter, celebration, food, grow, hot, cold, drought, hungry, climate, emergency, address,  
The Natural World: 
map, place, local, globe, world, compass, north, south, east, west, seed, plant, roots, stem, leaves, photosynthesis, flower, fruit, 
water, soil, nutrients, fruit, vegetable, underground, tree, bush, caterpillar, cocoon, butterfly, life cycle, mini beasts, environment, 
sort, colours, light, rain, rainbow, refraction, steam, electric, wind, natural, train, car, bus, plane, bike,  
 
 

Learning Sequence 
 



Past and present • Talk about themselves and the things they like and dislike. 

• Talk about their families and how they celebrated Easter. 

• Observe changes in caterpillars over time.  

• Know that there are places in the world where it is difficult to grow crops.  

• Know how transport has changed- steam to electric. 

• Know about the Apollo 11 space mission. 

People, Cultures and 
Communities 

• Talk about the people in their family. 

• Talk about how they celebrated Easter and compare experiences. 

• Learn about different places around the world where food comes from- different climates. 

• Know that in some parts of the world it is difficult to grow food- climate/ drought 

• Know own address in case of emergency. 

The Natural World • Observe the environment as the seasons change from Spring to Summer and talk about what 
they see. 

• Know what plants need to grow and be healthy. 

• Know the different parts of plants and what they do. 

• Know where our food comes from and where different fruits and vegetables grown. 

• Know that caterpillars come from an egg and change into butterflies. 

• Know the important job that mini beasts have in the environment. 

• Sort mini beasts based on different criteria. 

• Know how rainbows are made. 

• Know the colours of the rainbow in order. 

• Learn about different ways of travelling that use natural power. 

• Learn about the development of electric vehicles and how they can help the environment. 

• Remember how we can take care of our own environment. 

Assessment milestones 

I can talk about the lives of the 
people around me and their 
roles in society.  
I know some similarities and 
differences between things in 

I can describe my immediate environment 
using knowledge from observation, 
discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and 
maps.  

I can explore the natural world around me, making 
observations and drawing pictures of animals and 
plants.  
I know some similarities and differences between 
the natural world around me and contrasting 



the past and now, drawing on 
my experiences and what has 
been read in class.  
I understand the past through 
settings, characters and events 
encountered in books read in 
class and storytelling. 

I know some similarities and differences 
between different religious and cultural 
communities in this country, drawing on 
my experiences and what has been read 
in class.  
I can explain some similarities and 
differences between life in this country 
and life in other countries, drawing on 
knowledge from stories, nonfiction texts 
and (when appropriate) maps. 

environments, drawing on my experiences and 
what has been read in class.  
I understand some important processes and 
changes in the natural world around me, including 
the seasons and changing states of matter. 

 
 


