Year 5/6 Autumn 2 Geography Investigating Rivers
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Prior Learning

Pupils will have built on earlier work in Key Stage 2 exploring physical and human geography, including studying the water cycle,
weather, and landscapes. They will have experience using maps, atlases, and diagrams to locate geographical features, as well
as basic fieldwork skills such as making observations and recording data. Pupils will also have learned about how natural
processes like erosion, transportation, and deposition shape the land, and how people interact with and manage the

environment.

Key vocabulary for this unit

Source — the start of a river, usually in hills or mountains.
Tributary — a smaller river that flows into a larger one.
Confluence — where two rivers meet.

Meander — a bend in a river.

Oxbow lake — a curved lake formed when a meander is cut

off.
Floodplain — flat land beside a river that can flood.

Mouth — where a river flows into the sea, lake, or another
river.

Estuary — the tidal part of a river near its mouth.

Water cycle — the movement of water through evaporation,
condensation, precipitation, and collection.

Evaporation — water turning into vapour.
Condensation — water vapour turning into liquid.
Precipitation — water falling as rain, snow, sleet, or hail.
Runoff — water flowing over the land into rivers.

Drainage basin — the area of land drained by a river and its
tributaries.

Settlement — a place where people live.

Flood management — ways humans reduce the risk of
flooding (e.qg., levees, dams).




Delta — land built up by deposits at the river’'s mouth. Pollution — harmful substances entering rivers.

Erosion — the wearing away of land by water. Sustainability — using rivers and land in a way that does

Transportation — the movement of sediment by a river.
Deposition — when a river drops sediment it is carrying.

Weathering — the breaking down of rocks (can be physical

or chemical).

Flooding — when water overflows the riverbanks.

not harm the environment.

Learning Sequence

To understand and
explain the water
cycle.

Children will explore what the water cycle is and why it is important. They will learn to describe each
process of the water cycle using appropriate vocabulary. They can then express their understanding of
how the water cycle works independently.

To find out about
rivers and how they
erode, transport and
deposit materials.

Children will learn how rivers are formed by explaining the processes of erosion and deposition. They
will then find out about the journey of a river from source to mouth, and learn about the features of
rivers, including deltas, tributaries and meanders.

To find out why
rivers are important.

Children will find out about some of the human uses for rivers under the headings of water, transport,
habitat, energy, farming and leisure. They will be given some brief information for each category before
using a variety of sources to find out some more information for themselves.

To find out about the
causes of river
pollution and the
effect it has on the
environment.

Children will explore some of the causes of river pollution and the effects this has on the environment.
They will find out about some of the most polluted rivers in the world, as well as thinking about river
pollution closer to home. They will consider ways in which river pollution can be prevented.




To investigate a river | Children will ask questions they would like to find the answer to about the River Nile. They will consider
in detail including the | different ways in which they could find the answers to their questions. They will present what they have

effects on the found out about the River Nile in a variety of ways.

environment and

landscape.

To be able to Children will find out how to generate a main question as the focus for a geographical enquiry. Children
conduct a will then choose their own focus for an enquiry and use a variety of sources of information to carry out

geographical enquiry | research. They will think about the best way of presenting the information they have found out.

Assessment milestones

| can describe all the main parts of a river and explain the river’s journey from source to mouth.
| can explain how erosion, transportation, and deposition shape rivers and landforms.

| can use maps, atlases, and diagrams to describe rivers and their features.

| can explain how rivers are used by people and how human activity affects them.

| can investigate a question about rivers and present my findings clearly.




