
Year 5/6 History Autumn Term WW1 
 
 

Prior Learning 
  
This unit will develop knowledge and skills learnt in years 3/4 including the use of a variety of different sources  
Prior knowledge – all pupils will have some knowledge of WW1 based on the yearly rememberance service in addition to the 
village memorial statues placed around the village each year and activities carried out across the school.  
Key vocabulary for this unit 
 
Alliance 
Allies 
Armistice 
Assassinated 
Colonized 
Declare 
Invade 
Rationed 
Trenches 
Triple entente 

 

Learning Sequence 
 
To investigate 
elements that led to 
the start of World 
War I.  

 

• Children will learn  about the alliances that had been set up between the countries and empires 
within Europe in 1914: The Triple Entente and the Triple Alliance.  

• They learn about the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand and how this was a catalyst 
that sparked the beginning of the war. 



To investigate what 
life was like on the 
Western Front.  

 

• Children find out about  the different frontiers that had appeared during the war, in particular the 
Western Front between German, French and British forces.  

• They investigate trench warfare and how this left poor living conditions for the soldiers who were 
fighting there. 

To explore the 
advancements of 
warfare that occurred 
during WWI.  

 

• Children investigate the technological advancements of WWI.  

• Use of photographical sources of different inventions that were introduced during the war challenge 
pupils  to think about how these inventions may have changed the way in which the war was fought. 

To explore the 
involvement of 
animals in WWI.  

 

• Children are challenged to explore the different, sometimes vital ways in which animals were 
used to help in the war.  

• They investigate the animals’ roles and jobs in the war and reflect on what the war may have 
been like for the soldiers if the animals were not there to help. 

To explore what life 
was like for the 
people in Britain 
during WWI.  

 

• Children consider what life was like in Britain for the civilians who did not go to fight in the war. 
They discover the jobs that many women and children took on to keep Britain running as well as 
supporting the war effort.  

• They will investigate propaganda posters and discuss why these were used during the war. 

o investigate the end 
of WWI and what 
happened 
afterwards.  

 

• Children will find out some of the events which led to the end of the war and the armistice being 
signed in 1918.  

• They will identify changes that happened in the years after the war, including the agreements in 
the Treaty of Versailles. 

To consolidate 
knowledge and 

• To  investigate and discuss the significance of key events during the war using a timeline. 

• Childen to understand the impact of WW1 and the implications and  effect it had on people 
around the world  
 



understanding of 
WWI.  

 

 
 

Assessment milestones 

Working Historically: 
 

• To discuss and order a number of significant events related 
to WW1  on a timeline. 

• To recognize changes in the map of Europe pre WW1 and 
after the war  

• To ask questions about historical artefacts and answer 
some key questions by finding evidence from primary and 
secondary sources. 

 

Historic Knowledge: 

• To evaluate and describe the impact and legacy of WW1 
on Britain and Europe  

 


