
 

 
 

Curriculum Summary 
Summer Term 2019  

Years 5 and 6 
 

This summer we will be exploring work based around the whole school theme of ‘Let’s Celebrate.’  
 
English 
Work in speaking and listening, reading and writing continues to be integrated within all areas of our 
learning. Through providing a variety of opportunities to work in groups of different sizes; children 
will continue to develop their competence in speaking and listening, enabling them to communicate 
across a range of contexts and to a range of audiences. Reading for a range of purposes, children 
will discuss and evaluate how authors use structure as well as language, considering their impact 
on the reader. In their written work, children will continue to explore a variety of genre within our 
cross curricular thematic approach. This will include: procedurals, non-chronological reports, diary 
entries, evaluative reports and persuasive texts. Reflecting their understanding of the audience for, 
and purpose of, their writing children will select appropriate vocabulary and grammar with accurate 
punctuation and spelling. Children will continue to develop their use of drafting and refining skills 
through peer and self-editing to improve and refine their written work. 
 
Mathematics  
Throughout this term, children will develop their ability to reason and solve a wider range of 
problems, including increasingly complex properties of numbers and arithmetic using efficient 
written methods of calculation. They will explore relationships and patterns in numbers including 
work with algebra. Children will further develop their understanding of geometry and measures, 
classify shapes with increasingly complex geometric properties and learning the vocabulary they 
need to describe them. 
 
Science 
This term, we will be focussing on ‘Light and Colour:’ how we see, shadows, reflection and 
refraction. The children will learn how light travels and how this enables us to see objects. The 
children will have the opportunity to make a functioning periscope, finding out about mirrors and the 
angles of reflection and incidence. They will work scientifically and collaboratively to investigate 
refraction, carrying out investigations into the effects of bending light. Furthermore, they will have 
chance to predict what will happen in an exciting investigation into the visible spectrum. They will 
work in a hands-on way to explore how light creates the colours we see, designing coded 
messages. Finally, they will learn about Isaac Newton and his theory of light and colour, performing 
a shadow puppet play about his discoveries and ideas.  Building upon their knowledge from the 
Year 4 Electricity unit, children will learn to represent circuits using symbols in a diagram. 
Conducting their own investigations, children will develop their understanding of what electricity is 
and how to measure it as well as working together to create their own torch. They will learn about 
the lives and work of two of the most important scientific inventors in the field of electricity – Thomas 
Edison and Nikola Tesla.  
 
Computing 
In ICT this term, children will develop their skills using search technology effectively.  They will 
select, use and combine a variety of software to collect, analyse and present information. Working in 
groups they will create and present a non-chronological report that will link to different festivals that 
are celebrated around the world. These may be religious festivals, music festivals or less well-
known festivals. Once the research has been carried out, children will create a report which ties and 
presents all of their findings together.  Using Revolution Natural Art they will work on developing and 
refining designing skills to produce a self-portrait.  
 
 
 



Art 
As part of our celebration of colour and pattern in nature, children will look at the patterns and 
colours of a variety of different butterfly species. They will create and use a view finder to focus 
observational drawing on a selected section of a butterfly before enlarging and creating their own 
abstract image based on what they see; using complimentary and harmonious colours to complete 
their design.   This term we will be studying the work of Polish artist/illustrator Jan Pienkowski. 
Pienkowski’s colourful illustrations and use of silhouettes   will provide the inspiration for he artwork. 
Children will look closely at the use of colour and different techniques that can be used with different 
materials. They will also look at silhouette work before creating their own individual and group piece 
of artwork.  Y5/6 will continue work started last term looking at how to use natural light to enhance 
photographs of trees and flowers around school, then using the Snapseed programme to edit their 
favourites. Our ‘workflow’ has more than 10 steps from picking up the iPad to saving our final 
images! 
 
D&T 
Children will develop and extend their skills using textiles by continue their knitting of a woollen scarf 
from the previous term. Having decide upon their design, children will use knitting needles to create 
a variety of stitches aiming to achieve a high quality finish. They will evaluate their work as they 
progress, adapting their designs where appropriate 
 
Modern foreign language - French  
In French this term we will be looking at the various festivals celebrated in France: Le jour de 
L’Armistice, Le Carnival a Dunkerque and La Fete des lumieres a Lyon. Whilst doing this we will be 
using some new verbs, using the present tense and adjectives to describe these festivals. 
 
History 
Our history this term will focus on the use of different sources of evidence to help deduce 
information about the past. Children will have the opportunity to explore actual Egyptian artefacts in 
order to help them ask questions and hypothesis about the past. They will also use these sources of 
evidence to describe the social, ethnic, cultural and religious diversity of past society. 
 
Music 
The summer term always brings the eagerly anticipated Year 5/6 Performance! Pupils this term will 
have the opportunity to develop their performance skills, including singing, dancing and acting. 
Children will have the opportunity to perform in small groups and as a whole year group. Y5 will also 
take part in ‘The Big Brid Sing’ offered through links with the East Riding’s music service. Pupils will 
listen to a variety of popular music styles, developing their understanding of the key features of each 
style and its cultural influences 
 
PE 
P.E this term will focus on athletics, cricket and rounders; children will have the opportunity to take 
part in individual, paired and group activities and games. In athletics, children will have the 
opportunity to develop their existing running, jumping and throwing skills. They will practise running 
for speed and endurance as well as re-visiting the standing long jump and triple jump. Children will 
also look at different throwing techniques. In cricket and rounders, children will focus on accuracy 
with bowling, batting and fielding and revise and perfect techniques from previous years.  
 
PSHE 
This term we will focus on the Seal Unit ‘Changes’. Pupils will take part in a variety of activities 
looking at changes that will be happening within school, such as moving onto a new class and for 
Year 6, moving up to secondary school, exploring and learning how to deal with any issues that may 
arise. We will also be looking at changes that are happening more widely; their impact on 
communities and individuals. We will also explore ‘Justice and Freedom’. Using the illustrated book 
‘Freedom Child of the Sea’ as stimulus for thought, we will explore the concepts of slavery and 
human rights. We will consider codes by which people live their lives and relate these to our 
understanding of British Values. 
 
RE 
In RE this term, the children will be focussing on ‘Special Times’ in both the Islamic and Christian 
religions. Children will have the opportunity to find out about some of the different celebrations and 
traditions that are important within both religions. This term, the Year 5 children have the opportunity 
to visit a mosque to develop their understanding of the Islamic religion.  


