
 

Curriculum Summary 
Spring Term 2020 

Years 5 & 6 
 
 
Our work in Years 5 and 6 this term will link with the whole-school theme of ‘Cover to Cover’ 

English 
Work in speaking and listening, reading and writing is integrated within all areas of our work. The way 
the children speak and write changes to suit different audiences, purposes and situations. This term, 
through our guided reading, pupils will read a range of texts with increasing confidence and fluency, 
summarising main ideas, identifying key details and using quotations to illustrate their views; in addition, 
evaluating the author’s use of language and considering its impact upon the reader.  Children will 
explore a variety of genre in their writing including: play scripts, recount, biographies, instructional and 
explanation texts. Using the lyrical and poetic ‘The Planet Gods’ by Jaqueline Mitton, children will focus 
on the selection of precise word choices for dramatic effect whilst developing their use of effective and 
varied sentence construction; accurate spellings and the use of editing and refining skills to improve 
their work. 
 
Maths 
In mathematics this term, pupils will build upon their understanding of the number system and place 
value. They will continue to develop their arithmetic skills by consolidating their use of written 
calculations in all four operations including long multiplication and division and will apply these skills to 
a variety of multi-step problems, deciding which operations and methods to use and why. Children will 
further develop their understanding of the language of algebra as a means of solving problems. 
They will extend their understanding of measures and will use, read, write and convert between 
standard units, converting measurements of length, mass, volume and time using decimal notation. 
They will extend their understanding of perimeter, area and volume including calculating the area of 
parallelograms and triangles.   An increased emphasis will be placed upon applying understanding of 
these areas to a variety of reasoning questions. 
 
Science  
This term, children will focus on the topic, ‘Earth and Space.’ This unit is the major Astronomy-related 
science unit in the primary science curriculum. Children will gain an overview of Earth and its place in 
our Solar System: they will describe the movements of the planets, relative to the sun, including the 
movements of the moon. Children will make predictions about night and day in different places on Earth 
and report and present findings from enquiries. They will also have the opportunity to consider how 
scientists such as Galileo Galilei and Sir Isaac Newton used their understanding of the planets to 
develop the theory of gravitation. 

 
Topic 
Our Topic work this term will focus on Geography. The topic is called, ‘Our Changing World.’ In this 
unit, children will discover some of the many ways in which the world around them is changing. From 
coastal erosion to economic and political changes, there are many factors at work. Children will learn 
about the structure of the United Kingdom and how its shape and geography have changed over 
thousands of years. Using an online database of photographs, children can explore how landscapes 
change. In the final lesson of this unit, children have the chance to predict the future and look at what 
might change again in their lifetimes. 
 
 
 



ICT 
During the Spring Term, the children will be using a programme called, ‘Sketch Up.’ In this unit the 
children extend their technical drawing skills to create 3D models based on using the software 
‘SketchUp Make.’ Children will learn how to create simple and complex 3D models. They will then be 
able to add detail and manipulate 3D models using a variety of tools. 
 
RE 
This term, the children will focus on festivals as part of their continuation of the Hinduism topic. Children 
will learn about some of the major festivals, including Holi and Diwali, as well as think about some of 
the main beliefs of the religion. 
The children will explore ‘Living a Faith’ in Christianity this term. This will include an element of looking 
at worship. They will explore what this means to believers and how people worship differently. Children 
will consider different forms of worship and work independently, and with others, to share their learning 
about worship through music, art and objects. They will finish the unit by discussing freedom to worship 
around the world. In addition, there will be a focus on the Easter story and what the message of Easter 
is to the world. 

 
Art 
Part of our art work this term will be focusing on developing our skills using oil pastels. Close 
observational drawing of a variety of different animal’s eyes will be enhanced further by careful choice 
of colour and technique with oil pastels.  Based on the magical illustrations of Christina Balit in ‘The 
Planet Gods’, we will use a multi-media approach to create our own high quality art work to accompany 
our writing. 
 
PE 
In the ‘Core Core: Pilates’ unit, children will identify techniques to improve balance, core strength and 
coordination. They will do this by learning to perform Pilates/yoga moves with fluency and accuracy. 
The lessons will give the opportunity for the children to observe and coach each other, learning where 
improvement is needed and discovering their strengths. As the unit progresses, they will devise a 
sequence of moves, including their own unique pose. 
 
For our games-related lessons, pupils will learn techniques related to the sport of badminton. They will 
be encouraged to use the correct grip of the racket and develop their hand-eye coordination skills to 
ensure contact with the shuttle is made, leading to consistent and accurate rallies. Children will 
understand how to start a game of badminton, learning the difference between a high serve and a low 
serve. As the sequence of lessons progresses, pupils will learn how to play tactical shots (such as the 
‘overhead clear’ and drop shots) and how these can be used to outwit an opponent to win points/games. 

 
French 
This term in French we will be looking at time and learning how to answer the phrase Quelle heure est-
il?  We will be producing an information booklet which will use what we have learnt and that the younger 
children can access. We will also be learning about the weather and producing some work that we can 
display on our French board. Our work will develop the children’s reading and listening skills through 
non-fiction texts, poetry and song. They will continue to develop their word detective skills to work out 
meaning and focus on phonics to pronounce words accurately with a good French accent. 

 
Music 
In Music we are using a programme called Charanga to evaluate different genres of music. We will 
begin our sessions with Martha and the Vandellas ‘Dancing in the Street’. Dynamics, texture, pitch and 
tempo will be discussed and evaluated listening carefully to and performing the song. We will also look 
into the history and relevance of the recording both at the time it was written and its impact now. 
 

DT 
Building upon our work in history and science last term, we will look at designing and making a model 
of a fairground ride. Pupils will research and develop a design, select from and use a wider range of 
tools and equipment to perform practical tasks [for example, cutting, shaping, joining and finishing] 
applying their technical knowledge. Finally, they will evaluate their ideas and products against their own 
design criteria and consider the views of others to improve their work. 


