
 
 

Curriculum Summary 
Autumn Term 2019 

Years 5 & 6 
 

English 
Speaking, listening, reading and writing is integrated within all areas of our work. The way the children 
speak and write changes to suit different audiences, purposes and situations. This term they will 
increase their ability to read a range of texts with confidence and fluency, summarising main ideas, 
identifying key details and using quotations to illustrate their views; in addition, they will be evaluating 
the author’s use of language and considering its impact upon the reader. We will begin our work by 
exploring some of the work of Charles Dickens and Jane Eyre by Emily Bronte. Children will explore a 
variety of genre in their writing including: newspaper articles, play scripts, balanced arguments, 
instructional texts, diaries, explanation texts, and biographies. They will focus on precise word choices, 
effective and varied sentence construction, accurate spellings and the use of editing and refining skills 
to improve their work.  
 

Maths  
In their work in mathematics this term, pupils will extend their understanding of the number system and 
place value to include larger integers. They will develop a greater understanding between multiplication 
and division through work with fractions, decimals and percentages. Using methods for all four 
operations, including long multiplication and division, pupils will develop their ability to solve a wider 
range of problems, of increasing complexity. They will extend their understanding of 2D shapes, 
comparing and classifying them based on their properties. 
 

Science 
This first half of the term, children will look at ‘Forces.’ They will look at types of forces such as gravity, 
friction, water resistance and air resistance. Children will also learn about the use of mechanisms such 
as levers, gears and pulleys. Children will identify forces and find out about Isaac Newton and his 
discoveries about gravity. The children will look for patterns and links between the mass and weight of 
an object, using newton meters to measure the force of gravity. They will also work collaboratively to 
investigate air and water resistance, participating in challenges to design the best parachute and boat. 
They will have the opportunity to work in a hands-on way to explore friction, developing their own brake 
pad for a tricycle or scooter. During some of the practical science work, the children will discuss how 
variables other than the one being tested can be kept the same to help make a test fair.  
 
The second half of the term, children will focus on ‘Light.’ In this unit, children will learn about how we 
see, shadows, reflection and refraction. The children will learn how light travels and how this enables 
us to see objects. They will demonstrate their knowledge by making and starring in their own television 
programme. The children will have the opportunity to make a functioning periscope, finding out about 
mirrors and the angles of reflection and incidence. They will work scientifically and collaboratively to 
investigate refraction, carrying out some fascinating experiments into the effects of bending light. 
Furthermore, they will have chance to predict what will happen in an exciting investigation into the visible 
spectrum. They will work in a hands-on way to explore how light creates the colours we see, designing 
coded messages. Finally, they will learn more about Isaac Newton and his theory of light and colour, 
performing a shadow puppet play about his discoveries and ideas. 
 

Topic 
In history we will be looking at Victorian Britain, at the innovations and discoveries that took place during 
that era especially those which acted as significant turning points in British history. We will focus upon 
the use of steam power and the development of the railways. Our residential trip to Haworth 
incorporates visits to the National Railway Museum, The Castle Museum in York and a lovely walk 
across the moors near Haworth (Bronte territory), providing pupils with the opportunity to experience 
some of these developments through role play, workshops and guided tours. 



Our Geography work will look at the way in which the development of the railways affected population 
distribution and land use in Britain in Victorian times. We will also use a variety of maps, atlases and 
charts to look at the spread of the British Empire and modern trade links with other countries.  
 

ICT 
This term, we will introduce children to programming with Kodu, a simple visual programming language 
made specifically for creating games. The distinguishing features of Kodu are visual icons that are 
added together like building blocks to form instructions and game environments constructed by the user 
in a 3D scene editor. It is designed to be accessible by children and enjoyable by anyone. As well as 
on PC, Kodu is also available via Xbox 360, which adds appeal for many children. If you are unfamiliar 
with Kodu, then a useful starting point are the sample games and tutorials that are provided as ‘Built-in 
Worlds’. Each sample game is editable so after playing, they can be opened up to see how they work. 
 

RE 
This year our focus religion, alongside Christianity, will be Hinduism. This term, children will focus on 
special places and people, finding out where Hinduism originated and who founded it.  
When focussing on Christianity, children will read a range of stories, from different world religions, 
examining the concepts of justice and freedom. They will learn how key figures in history such as Martin 
Luther King and Aung San Suu Kyi were informed and influenced by their own religious beliefs. They 
will examine the impact of different religious and non-religious ideas about the formation of the Non-
Violent Protest and Human Rights Movements. They will conclude the unit by consolidating their 
understanding of freedom and justice by examining which, if either, is more important, using their 
learning in this unit to debate this question 
 

Art 
In Art, we will look at the work of William Morris, focusing on his use of complimentary and harmonious 
colours in the repeating patterns of his wallpapers and textiles designs.  Pupils will develop their close 
observational skills to recreate a pattern based upon one of Morris’ many designs. They will then extend 
this using ICT to create their own repeating pattern designs and printed wall paper. Children will also 
use block printing techniques to create their own Morris-based design.  
 

PE 
In gymnastics, children will identify and practise body shapes and balances (including symmetrical, 
asymmetrical and counterbalances). They will recap linking moves (such as rolling, bridging and 
dynamic movement) and use fluency and good body tension in order to carry these out. Whilst working 
cooperatively with a partner, they will use and refine the following skills: flexibility, strength, balance, 
power and mental focus. When carrying out the sequences that they have created, pupils will move in 
both canon and unison. They will also develop their critiquing skills, evaluating their own and other’s 
performances. 
 
The tag rugby unit will enable the children to learn the skills pertinent to this and other invasion games. 
They will practise evading and tagging opponents and passing and receiving passes at speed, all within 
a game situation. Pupils will have the chance to refine their attacking and defending skills as well as 
work together to develop tactics within a team. 
 

French 
This term, through the medium of spoken and written French, we will be developing our language 
learning skills by listening to and reading about the Victorians. We will compare school life then with 
modern times. We will also be improving our dictionary skills and memory skills to write independently 
about key events in French history such as the Battle of Hastings. We will continue to consolidate and 
extend our knowledge of key verbs. We will present our new learning in the form of a question and 
answer role play, as a Victorian school child and a news poster detailing an historical event. 
 


