
 
 

Curriculum Summary 
Summer Term 2019 

Years 3 and 4 

 
Our work in Y3&4 this term will be based around the whole-school theme of ‘Let’s Celebrate’.   

 
Literacy 
Pupils will follow the speaking and listening, reading and writing learning objectives and milestones outlined 
in the curriculum. During grammar lessons, we will focus on learning to recognise determiners and the 
present perfect tense, the correct use of a dictionary, recapping word classifications and the use of Standard 
English as well as looking at word families and the different clauses and openers used in sentence 
structures. Our creative writing will focus initially on completing our persuasive writing about Canada. Based 
on our new topic, the children will then have the opportunity to imagine that they are at a carnival and use 
figurative language to describe the atmosphere within the context of a letter home before moving onto 
narratives. This will involve looking at how to effectively describe the setting, plot and characters as the 
children use the idea of a mask to create a story based on the reason the character is wearing the mask. We 
will move onto looking at stories from other cultures from which the children will then write their own. 
Throughout the term, there will be plenty of opportunities to proof read for spelling and punctuation errors as 
well as evaluate and edit by assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting 
improvements. Throughout the topic work, the children will be using different genres to create extended 
writing such as a diary entry as one of the first explorers to see Machu Picchu in history, descriptive writing 
about the destruction caused by an earthquake in geography and instructional writing about how to make a 
healthy sandwich in DT. Weekly comprehension lessons will continue to teach the children how to answer a 
range of questions justifying their answers with evidence and will also highlight why an author uses particular 
words and phrases. Weekly activities will continue to be undertaken based on the Year 3/4 spelling lists and 
will also focus on homophones.  
 
Mathematics 
Pupils will follow the learning objectives and milestones outlined in the curriculum. During this term, many of 
the skills already taught will be revisited in order to check that understanding, particularly that of the four 
operations, is secure and then built upon to achieved mastery level through applying them to word problems 
involving money and measures and other reasoning activities. The calculation of fractions of numbers will be 
taught which will also progress to solving problems. Lessons will also involve looking at comparing and 
rounding decimals as well as relating them to fractions. Data handling skills will be taught this term, including 
presenting data collected in line graphs using a range of scales. Problems using comparison, difference and 
sum techniques will also be taught with regard to interpreting graphs and charts. The children will revisit 
coordinates and learn how to translate shapes as well as build on their previous knowledge of calculating the 
perimeter and area of rectilinear and compound shapes. Measurement lessons will focus on capacity and 
continue to reinforce knowledge of how to convert between a range of measures. 
 
Science 
To start us off this term, the children will be learning all about plants. The children will be identifying and 
describing the functions of different parts of flowering plants as well as exploring the requirements of plants 
for life and growth looking at how they vary from plant to plant. We will be carrying out experiments to 
investigate the way in which water is transported within plants and exploring the part that flowers play in the 
life cycle of flowering plants, including pollination, seed formation and seed dispersal.  
Following on from this, the children will be learning all about ‘Electricity’. The children will be taught to: 
identify common appliances that run on electricity, construct a simple series electrical circuit, identifying and 
naming its basic parts, including cells, wires, bulbs, switches and buzzers, identify whether or not a lamp will 
light in a simple series circuit, based on whether or not the lamp is part of a complete loop with a battery, 
recognise that a switch opens and closes a circuit and recognise some common conductors and insulators. 
 
ICT 
In ICT, as well as the continued work on E-safety and the use of the Internet as a research tool, we intend to 
teach the children how to use the more advanced features of the painting program Revelation Natural Art in 



order to produce a realistic portrait for the annual reports. This will include using the ‘spline’ tool to create 
accurate shapes and the ‘colour picker’ tool in order to match up colours correctly with ones already used.  
We will then build on the children’s knowledge of coding using the program Scratch by exploring the 
variables and commands they will use to create a game based on ‘Flappy Bird’. 
 
Art 
In Art, the children will be learning about different artists. After evaluating different works of art by specific 
artists, the children will plan, design and create their own piece of work in a similar style. We then then look 
at different styles of carnival masks. The children will carefully consider the materials they wish to use to 
achieve the effect they have designed, thinking about creating a textured or 3D effect and use collage 
techniques to decorate and embellish the finished product. 
 
D&T 
This term, the children will evaluate different types of bread, illustrating their findings. After looking at what 
constitutes a balanced diet, the children will consider food safety and hygiene before designing and making 
their own healthy sandwich, considering the different food groups. 
 
French 
This term, we will be learning to talk and write about parts of the body as well as about sports and activities 
in French. We will take part in short conversations and songs and we will read and listen for understanding. 
 
History 
In History, the children will be looking at the Incas. Using Machu Picchu as a focus for a more enquiry-based 
learning platform, the children will be encouraged to be historians and ask questions about its purpose and 
how it was built. ICT will be used to investigate the place and the children will then write a diary entry as if 
they were one of Bingham’s explorers seeing the city for the first time. They will then explore the Inca 
civilization in more detail to find out when and where the Inca civilization lives, the techniques used to build 
such a city, what they would do for food, why it was built, the lifestyle of the people living there and the 
consequences of the Spaniards discovering the Incas. 
 
Geography 
In Geography, the children will look at South America. This will involve labelling the countries and key cities, 
learning why and where earthquakes occur as well as looking at trade links, specially the journey of the 
banana and the impact of Fairtrade. All that the children learn will be compared with their knowledge of 
Canada and the similarities and differences highlighted. 
 
Music 
In music, the children will begin by expanding on their previous knowledge of musical terms. This will begin 
with rhythm, during which the children will learn what a minim, a crochet and a quaver looks and sounds like. 
We will then move onto pitch which will involve teaching the children how to read the notes on a musical 
stave. The terms dynamics, texture and tempo will also be taught and the children will learn how to use 
these to write a critique of the music from Carnival of the Animals. The children will then use the ‘Banana 
Boat Song’ instrumental to create their own group lyrics based on celebrations, carnivals and colour along 
with accompaniments. They will be encouraged to use a range of sounds including voices, instruments and 
objects around in order to create an effective end product. Different ways of transcribing the resulting 
composition will be taught.  
 
PE 
Focus will be placed this term in developing pupils’ technical understanding of athletic activity. They will learn 
how to set targets and improve their performance in a range of running, jumping and throwing activities. 
Alongside this, children will refine and further develop their skills in field games including rounders as well as 
learning the rules of the game and how to play as a team. The children will also be enjoying a dance scheme 
based around carnival dancing. The children will listen to and interpret music to produce their own dance 
routine which will incorporate a number of set carnival moves.  
 
PSHE 
Linking with our theme of Let’s Celebrate, we will be looking at how we achieve our personal goals and also 
celebrating working together as a team to achieve group goals. 
 
RE 
This term we will be learning how Christians and Muslims celebrate important life events and festivals.  We 
will learn about the life of Jesus and understand the significance of the miracles he performed. We will also 
continue to look at religious stories and understand the teachings they impart to the followers of both 
Christianity and Islam.   


