
 
 

Curriculum Summary 
Spring Term 2020 

Years 3 & 4 
 

Our work in years 3 and 4 this term will be based around the whole-school theme of ‘Cover to Cover’.   
 

English 
Pupils will follow the speaking and listening, reading and writing learning objectives and milestones outlined 
in the curriculum. The grammar lessons will be taken up with continuing to build upon the pupils’ existing 
knowledge of grammatical terminology, beginning with looking specifically at verbs and different tenses 
including the present perfect tense and then moving onto determiners. We will also focus on the correct use 
of apostrophes, both for contractions and possession. Our creative writing will be based on the classical 
novel Alice in Wonderland beginning with a focus on free verse as the children create their own poem about 
falling down a rabbit hole. The children will then use their imagination to write a descriptive story about the 
problems encountered when changing size, thinking about applying fronted adverbials to create exciting 
sentence structures. The literacy focus will then turn to play scripts with the children considering the 
features and applying what they have learned to the construction of their own play which will be performed. 
After half term, we will look at instructional writing about how to play croquet and write a recipe for jam tarts. 
There will be plenty of opportunities to proof read for spelling and punctuation errors as well as evaluate 
and edit by assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting improvements. 
Throughout the topic work, the children will be using different genres to create extended writing. Weekly 
comprehension lessons will teach the children how to answer inference and deduction style questions 
justifying their answers with evidence. Weekly activities will also continue to be undertaken based on the 
Year 3/4 spelling lists.   
 
Mathematics 
Pupils will follow the learning objectives and milestones outlined in the curriculum. In addition to this, any 
opportunities will be taken to link the maths lessons to the theme of ‘Cover to Cover’. Children will learn 
how to recognise, compare, order, round and place decimal numbers on a number line. Negative numbers 
will also be taught. We will also be teaching telling the time to the nearest minute using both analogue and 
digital. Children will be taught to identify equivalent fractions and reduce fractions to their simplest form. 
They will also learn how to add and subtract fractions with the same denominator. Pupils will be required to 
continue to practise their times tables and use these number facts to complete division calculations that 
give remainders. Children will also progress to learning written methods of multiplication and division in 
order to multiply 3-digit numbers by 1-digit numbers and to divide 2-digit numbers by single digit numbers. 
We will continue using the website ‘Mathletics’ to set homework and also in lesson times to achieve 
mastery in the topics previously taught. Reasoning skills will also continue to be introduced alongside the 
units taught. A focus on multiplication tables will be prevalent this year through the use of Times Tables 
Rock Stars. 
 
Science 
In science this term we will be learning about living things and their habitats. This will involve exploring, 
using and creating classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living things, leading to 
the understanding that living things can be grouped in different ways. We will also be looking at how 
environments can change and how this can pose dangers to the organisms that live in that habitat. 
 
In the latter part of the term, we will concentrate on food chains. The children will learn that plants are the 
producers in nearly all food chains as they convert energy from sunlight and see that a food chain 
represents the flow of energy from one organism to another and shows the relationship between producers 
and consumers. This will then lead onto looking at nutrition and understanding that humans are unable to 
make their own food; they get nutrition from what they eat.  
 
 



ICT 
In ICT, we intend to introduce the children to record keeping and learn how to use a computer programme 
to create a database based on animals as well as how to use the programme to sort and search the data 
inputted and create tables and graphs. We will also continue to develop the children’s understanding about 
the importance of E-safety and how to keep themselves safe when using the Internet and electronic 
communications. Throughout the term, we will also be using the Internet for finding facts related to the 
topics covered in most subjects and checking that we are using reliable websites. We will be explaining how 
to narrow searches and select relevant information which will be presented in their own words. 
 
Art 
In art, we will be studying the surrealist artist Salvador Dali, looking at his life and his artwork, comparing it 
to that of L.S. Lowry. Particular attention will be paid to his piece of work ‘Persistence of Memory’ which the 
children will try to emulate by using their imagination to think about where a melting clock could be hanging 
from. We will look at the importance of using light pencil strokes and the choice of media for applying 
colour. Through the teaching of the techniques of using shading to show light and shadow as well as 
hatching and cross hatching to show tone and texture, there will also be the opportunity to recreate some of 
the sketches from Alice in Wonderland. 
 
D&T 
In DT, the children will be taught how to follow a recipe, prepare the ingredients hygienically using 
appropriate utensils as well as how to measure the ingredients accurately in order to make jam tarts. We 
will also be using clay to create a model of the children reading a book, thinking about adding texture and 
detail to convey feelings and mood. 
 
French 
This term, Years 3 and 4 will continue to develop their phonics knowledge and their reading and listening 
skills through the usual rhymes, songs and stories.  They will build their vocabulary so as to be able to 
understand and construct phrases about animals and colours, and express an opinion about them.  
Towards the end of the term, they will start to look at places we find in towns. 
 
Geography 
In Geography, the children will look at the unit of work on rivers. We will be examining how the water cycle 
works through drawing annotated diagrams and producing some writing from the viewpoint of a drop of 
water which will be presented using advanced word processing skills. The children will then examine what 
happens when the river meets the sea, look at deltas and estuaries and research the wildlife that lives 
there. We will also look at the oceans of the world and the characteristics of each one which will be 
presented as an information text. The last part of the term will be taken up with looking at renewable energy 
sources, specifically ones involving water. 
 
Music 
In music, the children will be learning the songs for our production, concentrating on singing from memory, 
singing in tune and with accurate pitch, maintaining a simple part within a group and pronouncing the words 
clearly. 
 
PE 
In P.E, the children will be learning how to improve their hand-eye coordination skills through hockey based 
activities and games. The basic aims will be to teach the children to correctly dribble, pass and tackle 
before moving on to more advanced skills such as passing whilst moving and being able to understand how 
to attack in hockey games. 
 
PSHE 
In PSHE this term, we will focus on the topic ‘Good to be Me’ and look at how we can build our self-esteem 

and be confident to be ourselves. 

RE 
In Re this term, we will be making connections between Hindu stories and how these shape the devotional 

relationship between God and the individual.  We will also continue to make connections between the Hindu 

belief that God is in everything and everyone and the implications for how Hindus should live their lives.  

We will look at the influence Jesus has over the lives of Christians as well as read the Easter story. 

 


