
 
 

Curriculum Summary 
Autumn Term 2019 

Years 3 & 4 
 

Our work in Y3&4 this term will be based around the whole-school theme of ‘The Good Old Years’.   
 

English 
Pupils will follow the speaking and listening, reading and writing learning objectives and milestones 
outlined in the curriculum. We will focus on using accurate punctuation including speech, expanding 
previously known conjunctions and looking at sentence structures. The children will then practise 
incorporating these in their writing whilst learning the key features of different genres such as diary 
entries, arguments, descriptive passages and dialogues - all based on Street Child by Berlie Doherty. In 
the second half of the term, the children will be taught and encouraged to become more confident with 
opening their sentences in a variety of ways and using expanded noun phrases in order to build up an 
increasingly rich and varied vocabulary become more confident, up-levelling their adjectives and using a 
range of sentence lengths whilst predicting what will happen in the next chapter, compiling a newspaper 
report and summarizing the main events. We will complete the work on Street Child by writing a review 
and giving a recommendation of the book. In grammar lessons, pupils will also build upon their existing 
knowledge of grammatical terminology and learn how to recognise and use the terms accurately in their 
own writing. Throughout the term, the children will be taught how to effectively proof read for spelling 
and punctuation errors as well as evaluate and edit their own and others’ writing. We will also be 
incorporating the writing skills taught in English throughout our other subjects. Weekly comprehension 
lessons will teach the children how to answer literal, inference and deduction style questions. Weekly 
activities will also be undertaken based on the Year 3/4 spelling lists. 
 
Mathematics 
Pupils will follow the learning objectives and milestones outlined in the New Curriculum. In addition to 
this, any opportunities will be taken to link the maths lessons to the theme of ‘The Good Old Days’. We 
will focus particularly on number bonds, place value, rounding numbers, money, addition and 
subtraction - creating and solving word problems relating to these operations. Also included in this 
term’s mathematical lessons will be the measurement of length and time, 2D shape and fractions. We 
will be using the website ‘Mathletics’ to set homework and also in lesson times to achieve mastery in the 
topics previously taught. Reasoning skills will be introduced alongside the units taught. A focus on 
multiplication tables will be prevalent this year through the use of Times Tables Rock Stars. 
 
Science 
In science this term we will be learning about forces. We will investigate those that need contact 
between them e.g. pushes and pulls during which the children will learn how to use and read a Force 
metre as well as learn about the usefulness of high/low friction. We will progress onto the forces that 
can act at a distance such as magnetism. Wherever possible the children will be encouraged to ask 
relevant scientific questions and use different types of investigations considering whether the tests are 
fair. In the second half of the term, we will be learning about sound. The children will have the 
opportunity to investigate how sounds are produced on different types of musical instruments and how 
these instruments can be used to create notes of different pitch and volume. By the end of the unit, 
through a variety of investigations, the children will recognise that vibrations from sounds travel through 
a medium to the ear, find patterns between the volume of a sound and the strength of the vibrations that 
produced it and recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance from the sound source increases. 
During all the practical work, we will consider a variety of ways to record the results in order to choose 
the most relevant and well organised whilst encouraging the children to use background scientific 
knowledge to explain predictions and conclusions. 
 



ICT 
In ICT, we intend to teach the children about the importance of E-safety, how to recognise cyber-
bullying, how to keep themselves safe when using the Internet and electronic communications and what 
to do if they are worried about something. We will recap and build on word processing skills such as 
how to manipulate windows, take screenshots, align text, use bullets and numbering as well as learn 
some keyboard shortcuts. In the second half of the term, we will look at photo editing skills and develop 
the children’s confidence in combining text and graphics by extending their ability to create PowerPoint 
presentations using a variety of skills and techniques. This will be based on the history target of knowing 
when important historical events and eras took place and will involve using the Internet efficiently and 
appropriately, adding animation to the slides and any useful hyperlinks.  
 
Art 
In art this term, Y3/4 will be having a focus on L.S Lowry paintings and drawings with the aim of 
producing a piece of work in the same style. This will require the children to create drawings from their 
observations of Lowry work using an increasing range of fine and broad media to more carefully or 
expressively enable them to control line, shape, colour and texture – using a range of soft and hard 
pencils, coloured pencils, fine liners and oil pastels. 
 
D&T 
Year 4s will be given different design challenges every fortnight, during which they will need to consider 
their allocated budget and the resources available to plan, design and create a structure which fits the 
design brief. Alongside this, the children will be taught the knowledge, understanding and skills needed 
to engage in the process of designing and making. To link with our theme of The Good Old Days, the 
children will be designing and making a Victorian carriage that will be powered by a pulley system using 
a battery and motor. The children will generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through 
discussion and annotated sketches. To make the carriage, the children will select from and use a wider 
range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks such as: cutting, shaping, joining and finishing. 
On-going evaluation will be an important factor in the children’s DT project; the children will evaluate 
their ideas and products against their own design criteria and consider the views of others to improve 
their work. 
 
French 
This term Year 4 will learn about verbs in the present tense through storytelling with an extra-terrestrial 
dimension! They will develop their reading and listening skills through story, rhyme and song, building 
on their ‘word detective’ skills from last year. They will begin to consolidate their knowledge of French 
phonics to speak and read aloud with confidence. 
This term Year 3 will be introduced to French through greetings and simple sentences in the present 
tense. They will begin to develop their knowledge of phonics so they speak and read aloud with 
confidence and will learn how to be ‘word detectives’ to work out meaning. They will take part in short 
conversations and develop their reading and listening skills through story, rhyme and song. 
 
History 
In history, the children will be learning about the Victorians. We will begin the topic through the history of 
Walkington – in particular the school - looking at the original site and documenting the changes in 
buildings, staffing and subjects. Old maps and photos will also be compared to the present day, looking 
at evidence of transport, clothing worn and buildings constructed in the Victorian times as well as the 
ratio of open space to built-up areas and how it changed with time. We hope to interview residents in 
order to gain first-hand knowledge of the changes over time in Walkington. Interrelated with the history 
of Walkington will be work based on life as a child in the Victorian times. We will learn about school life 
and compare it with the present day, life in the workhouse and the jobs that children were expected to 
do. We will compare Queen Victoria with our present Queen and look for similarities and differences. 
 
Throughout the topic, the children will be able to suggest suitable sources of evidence for historical 
enquiries as well as using evidence to ask and find answers to questions about the past using 
appropriate historical vocabulary.  
 
 
 
 



Geography 
 
In Geography, the children will study settlements starting with what makes a site attractive enough to 
build a settlement and listing the pros and cons of various invented sites. This will be followed by 
looking at what makes a settlement and learning how to describe the different types of settlements. We 
will also look at the different patterns of settlements such as linear, nuclear and dispersed and reasons 
for these. This will then progress onto looking at land use and the differences between urban and rural. 
The lessons will culminate in a collaborative project where the children will work in groups to create a 
future city considering sustainability, in particular thinking about the use of green spaces and the 
production of energy.  
 
Music 
In music, the children will begin by expanding on their previous knowledge of musical terms such as 
dynamics, texture, pitch and tempo leading to the composition of a piece of music telling the story of a 
steam train. They will learn what a crochet and a quaver looks and sounds like. The second half of the 
term will focus on Victorian music. This will involve (amongst other activities) listening to and appraising 
a wide range of music – in particular that used for Victorian balls and waltzes, folk songs, operettas and 
musicals, ballet music, culminating in Victorian carols.  
 
PE 
Year 3 will be involved with swimming lessons for 10 weeks. Year 4 will be developing their fitness 
through participating in circuit training. We will also be teaching the children athletics skills, including 
running for distance, speed and over obstacles, a variety of throwing techniques, jumping for distance 
and height and competitive relay skills. Intrinsic to these activities will be the use of a warm up and cool 
down so the children understand the purpose of each and how to avoid injury when participating in 
exercise of any sort.  

 
PSHE 
This term we will look at supporting the children through their transition into their new classes and year 
groups.  We will explore the emotions around change and understand these are both challenging and 
enhancing to our self-awareness. 
 
RE 
This year, our focus will turn to Hinduism and Christianity.  We will begin to understand the many Hindu 
Gods, where Hinduism began and who founded Hinduism.  We will also find out where and how Hindus 
worship.  Alongside this we will also ask the question: Why Remember?  This will help the children to 
understand why it is important that people of faith remember.  We will then finish this term by revisiting 
the Nativity story, with the emphasis on the role of Mary. 


