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Year 1 & 2 

 

 
'Cover to Cover' is the overarching theme for our work this term. The theme will lead into our work across the full 
curriculum.  
 

Literacy 
Pupils will follow the writing and reading programmes of study, which will include composition of a variety of 
different fiction and non-fiction texts, spelling, grammar and punctuation, handwriting and reading comprehension. 
The texts studied and subsequent activities, in whichever genre, will be linked to the theme whenever possible. As 
well as writing tasks, the children will engage in reading comprehension, based on both fiction and non-fiction texts 
related to books and animals. 
There will be cross-curricular links to science where we shall learn about animals and their habitats and the 
children will be introduced to vocabulary relating to this; this will be increased further by what the children read and 
learn from the texts. 
Moving on, the children will have opportunities to discuss characters, settings and story structures through listening 
to, and reading for ourselves, a range of traditional and contemporary stories. This will, in turn, promote reading for 
pleasure and develop our writing creativity. 
 

Maths 
Pupils will follow the requirements of the National Curriculum programmes of study for maths in number, 
measurement, shape, position and direction. The children will have both number and 'topic' maths lessons each 
week. The topic work will be linked to the overarching theme, wherever possible. In both year groups we will 
continue to reinforce recognition of numbers and their place value to at least 100 (tens and ones), counting and 
calculating in a range of practical contexts and adding and subtracting using mental and formal written methods. 
Year 2 are now working on developing their knowledge and understanding of multiplication and division, including 
simple fractions. They will be required to answer questions using practical equipment and written methods in a 
variety of contexts. The ongoing topic work helps the children apply number skills to practical problems, as well as 
handle data by sorting in a variety of different ways. They will weigh and measure and learn the appropriate 
standard units for each form of measurement. The children can be supported at home as they learn their times 
tables and learn to tell the time. Recognition of coins and addition of simple amounts as well as being able to give 
change are still skills that many children would benefit from working on at home too.  

Science 
Our science work this term is based around the theme of animals, including humans, as we explore the different 
habitats. We will be looking at the different habitats of animals and how some animals are more suited to different 
climates. By the end of this term we aim for the children to be able to describe the basic needs of animals, 
including humans, for survival (water, food and air). We shall be looking at the variety of groups of common 
animals and learning about their diet, how different habitats provide for the basic needs of animals and plants and 
how they depend on each other. Year 2 will be learning about simple food chains and identifying and naming 
different sources of food. Alongside this, we will continue to work scientifically, using observations and ideas to 
suggest possible answers and ask simple questions. 

Art and Design 
In art and design we will be looking at the work of Henri Matisse and exploring how he used colour, shape and 
pattern in his work. We will introduce the children to his working style called Fauvism and they will have an 
opportunity to work in this style to create a piece of abstract art based on animal patterns. There will be an 
opportunity to explore various ways of using different materials to create unique collages with different textures 
which reflect story settings from our 'Cover to Cover' theme. The children will use techniques for printing with 
different materials to create abstract as well as repeating patterns.  
 

 
 



 
Computing 
The children will be shown how to create Power Point presentations relating to a particular animal in its 
environment. Depending upon the age and ability of the children, some will go on to change the font size, colour, 
appearance and position on each page as well as the background of the presentation. Some will be able to 
animate the text and pictures individually. The Internet will be used to research information for the presentation. 
Word processing skills will be used to populate an already created template with information relating to one of the 
animals they are learning about from the different zones of the world. 
Algorithms and debugging will be taught as the children set up a program to move a Beebot around a course or 
environment; giving it specific instructions to move in one direction or the other in order to arrive at a given location. 
If the programming does not work, they will have to decide how to change or 'debug' the program in order for the 
Beebot to successfully navigate the course 
 

Design and Technology 
The Design and Technology project for this term will be linked to our theme 'Cover to Cover' as the children will be 
exploring how to make a working winding mechanism to 'lift' a book character from the ground up a tree or tower. 
The skills that the children will be using include measuring, cutting and fixing materials together to make the 
product as well as refining the design as it progresses. As part of the process the children will evaluate the 
effectiveness of the finished product and consider what, if any, changes they would make if the product was made 
again. This might include a different winder, making the structure stronger by choosing a different material or 
looking at the overall height and stability of the finished product. 
 

Geography 
This term the children will learn more about the world around us. Linking our geography to science, the children will 
investigate - with the use of atlases, non-fiction books and the Internet - why some parts of the world might be 
hotter than others, the significance of the Equator and the animals and their habitats therein. Moving on, we shall 
investigate some human and physical features of the world around us. We shall use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the geography of the school and the key human and physical features of its 
surrounding environment, including land use. Opportunities will be provided for the children to ask and answer 
geographical questions (such as: What is this place like? What or who will I see in this place? What do people do in 
this place?) and to discuss the importance of what we discover. Linking our geography to maths and ICT, we shall 
learn more about compass points and following directions. 
 

History 

We shall return to focus on history in the summer term. 

 Music 
This half term the children will be focussing on ‘composing’ and how we can write down our musical ideas. They 
will create performance grids using symbols to represent different sounds and instruments and work as a group to 
produce a short composition. In their compositions they will use different dynamics, timbre and tempos. They will 
also have the opportunity to perform their composition to the rest of the class and discuss what they thought they 
did well and give suggestions as to how they can improve both their composition and their performance.  

P.E.  
This term in PE our first unit is called ‘Brilliant Ball Skills’. We will learn to use our hands and feet in different ways 
to send and receive the ball. We will apply these skills in different ways through a number of different games. This 
will also help us to develop our balance, agility and coordination. 

Our second PE unit is called ‘Groovy Gymnastics.’ We are going to travel in different directions, at different speeds 
and levels and learn to link three moves together in a sequence, changing our level, speed and direction. We will 
practise these sequences on the floor as well as on the gymnastics apparatus. We will learn about posture and 
body tension in this gymnastics unit. Later in the term we will explore different rolling movements, including egg 
rolls, log rolls, forward rolls and teddy bear rolls. 

R.E. 
During Religious Education this term the children will be exploring the word ‘belief’. They will be thinking about what 
they believe and then developing an understanding and respect for what others believe through studying artefacts 
and stories from Christianity and Hinduism. We will learn about karma and reincarnation, and we will find out about 
some of the different gods that Hindus worship, and what these gods represent. We will look at holy scriptures and 
Hindu stories. Towards the end of the term the focus will be looking at the customs and stories associated with 
Easter, Palm Sunday and Lent. They will discuss the signs that tell us Easter is coming, look at artefacts and 
symbols associated with this festival and listen to the story of Easter. 
  


