
 

 
Curriculum Summary 

Autumn Term 2019 
Year 1 and 2 

 

'The Good Old Days' is the overarching theme for our work this term. The theme will lead into our work 
across the full curriculum.  
 
Literacy 

Pupils will follow the writing and reading programmes of study, which will include composition of a variety of 
different fiction and non-fiction texts, spelling, grammar and punctuation, handwriting and reading. The texts 
studied and subsequent activities, in whichever genre, will be linked to the theme whenever possible. As 
well as writing tasks, the children will engage in reading comprehension, based on both fiction and non-
fiction texts related to space and the planets. 
There will be cross-curricular links to history where we will learn, through reading, about how people lived in 
the Victorian times and what it was like for a child compared to their own lives. The children will be looking 
at their own past and will write an autobiography to show the changes in their own lives since being born. 
We will be writing stories based on a Victorian adventure and the language that we use will be influenced 
by what the children read and learn from the texts. Through listening to, and reading for ourselves a range 
of stories, we shall have opportunities to discuss characters, settings and story structure. This will, in turn, 
promote reading for pleasure and develop our writing creativity. 
 
Maths 

Pupils will follow the requirements of the National Curriculum programmes of study for maths in number, 
measurement, shape, pattern and data handling. The children will have both number and 'topic' maths 
lessons each week. The topic work will be linked to the overarching theme, wherever possible and will 
include activities such as sorting materials into charts such as Venn and Carroll diagrams linked to Science. 
In shape, the children will identify the common 2D and 3D shapes and their properties. This means they will 
be required to know the names of each shape and the number of sides, faces and vertices and use them to 
create pictures and repeating patterns. The key number concepts we would like the children to learn this 
term will be mostly based around recognising numbers and their place value to at least 100 (tens and 
ones), counting and calculating in a range of practical contexts and adding and subtracting using mental 
and formal written methods. We shall repeat key concepts in many different practical ways to secure 
confidence. We shall start to learn our 2, 5 and 10 times tables (year two) and support for this learning at 
home would be of great benefit to the children. 
 
Science 

In science the children will be asked to name some common materials and make observations about them 
including their properties (bendy, rough, hard etc.) The children will suggest reasons for why materials may 
be suited for a particular purpose and test this. Children will be encouraged to describe what they see when 
materials are changed in some way; whether it is through heating, cooling or applying different forces. They 
will talk about what they see, hear, touch, smell or taste and use all of their senses to observe so that they 
can try to answer questions. By participating in simple investigations, the children will try to find out things 
and give some reasons why things may happen. They will draw pictures of what they see, hear, touch, 
smell or taste and put information on a chart. Measurements of what is observed will be recorded in this 
way.  
 
Art and Design 
In art and design we will be learning and reviewing the way we hold and use paint brushes to create 
different marks and effects. We will explore primary paint colours and discover what happens when these 
are mixed together with other primary colours. We will then use these skills to mix our own colours; sharing 
ideas about the techniques we use to create different effects. Linking our art to our topic, we shall look at 



the work of English artist L. S. Lowry and we will be re-creating some of his building pictures through pencil 
drawings. We shall have the opportunity to make our own silhouettes like those which were popular in the 
past. 
We shall use a range of other media such as water colours, pastels and chalks to create seasonal pictures 
as we move through Autumn and on to producing festive pictures as we get closer to Christmas. 
 
Computing 

This term we shall use art software to click and drag a brush, change colour, clear the screen and fill a 
shape. We shall add pictures to a word document using clip art and add words to the pictures. We are 
always looking to improve our keyboard and word processing skills; using the spacebar, back space, enter, 
shift and arrow keys as well as knowing where to find and how to use B, I and U. The children will learn 
how to format and edit their texts and store their work in a personal folder. They will be taught how to 
retrieve work as and when required. The Ipads will be used to research ideas relating to our topic and to 
take digital photographs in and around the village. These photographs will be used to create a simple 
Power Point presentation relating to the history and geography of Walkington village, as researched by the 
children through their geography fieldwork. 
 
Design and Technology 
Our Design and Technology will be linked to our theme and the children will have the opportunity to work 
with textiles and food. We shall investigate how Victorian samplers were designed and made and then we 
shall have the opportunity to create our own. After completion, the children will be required to evaluate their 
ideas and end product against the design criteria. There will be cross-curricular links to maths, science and 
literacy in food technology when the children will follow a recipe to make and bake a Victorian style of 
biscuit. Again, they will have the opportunity to evaluate the end result, having tasted their wares first!  
 
Geography 

This term we shall be exploring the local environment of our village. We shall use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the geography of the school and the key human and physical features of its 
surrounding environment, including land use. We shall provide opportunities to ask and answer 
geographical questions (such as: What is this place like? What will I see in this place?) This will be linked to 
our topic of ‘The Good Old Days', when we ask questions and explore how the village has changed over 
time and what evidence is there for this, in terms of buildings and land use. This will link to our computing 
curriculum as we will use aerial photographs and Google Earth to locate specific streets and buildings in 
our village. 
 
History 

In history we shall focus on meeting 'Magic Grandad' who will take us on a journey to the Victorian age. 
Whilst learning about what it was like in a Victorian kitchen, on holiday and at bath time, the children will 
have an opportunity to ask questions such as: What was it like for people? What happened? How long 
ago? They will be able to identify some of the different ways the past has been represented. Pictures, 
stories and online sources will help us to find out about the past and compare what life is like now to what it 
would have been like for children of a similar ago so far back in time. Through our visit to Hornsea 
Museum, the children will be able to experience first hand what it was like to be a school child in the past 
and how different home life would have been. We hope to learn more about Walkington in the past through 
hearing first hand accounts from our more senior village residents. 
 
Music 

In music the children will learn to sing songs based around songs from past times, play simple percussion 
instruments as well as clap and tap a steady beat and use their voices to make a variety of different 
sounds. Children will be required to sing and play quietly as well as loudly; controlling sounds and the 
speed or tempo at which sounds are made. They will use symbols to represent sounds, made with their 
bodies and percussion instruments, to create a simple score. We shall also be learning a variety of different 
songs in preparation for Christmas. 
 
P.E.  
Our first PE unit this term will be ‘Throwing and Catching.’ We will learn skills for striking and fielding 
games. We will learn to control a ball using our hands, understand the correct technique for catching and 
practise throwing a ball underarm. We will learn to stop and retrieve a ball and use these skills in team 
games. 



Our second PE unit will be ‘Skip to the Beat.’ We will learn to perform skipping moves with agility, balance 
and coordination and explore different ways of jumping and hopping with accuracy. We will work on our 
techniques for hopping, skipping and jumping and learn to do these moves with control, both ‘on the spot’ 
and while travelling around the room. We will demonstrate to others the skills we have learnt in our lessons 
and learn to observe and comment on others’ performances. 
 

R.E. 

This year in RE we are learning about Hinduism. This term we will look at people who are important to the 
Hindu faith, who founded Hinduism and their Gods and Goddesses. We will also learn about places that 
are special to Hindus, such as mandirs and home shrines. 
This term our Christianity topic is ‘Looking at Me, Looking at You,’ where we will be discussing how we are 
the same as, and different to, people in our class. We will talk about what makes us special and how we 
are unique. We will discuss important life events in our own lives and learn about religious ceremonies 
connected with some of these important life events. We will also look at religious symbols and artefacts 
related to these ceremonies. 
At Christmas time we will talk about how we know Christmas is coming, what signs are there? What might 
we see, hear, taste, touch or smell at this time of year? We will learn about how Christian families prepare 
for Christmas at home and in church, and retell the story of the Nativity.  


