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EYFS Policy 

Introduction 

The EYFS extends from birth to 5 years (0-60+ months). Entry into our primary school is at the 

beginning of the school year in which the children are five. 

 

The EYFS is important and establishes firm foundations for future learning and aims to provide: 

 

 Quality and consistency so that all children make good progress and no child gets left 

behind. 

 

 A secure foundation through exciting learning opportunities which are planned around the 

needs and interests of the children and assessed regularly. 

 

 Partnership working between practitioners, parents and other care providers. 

 

 Equality of opportunity ensuring that every child is valued, included and supported. 

 

Four guiding principles shape practice in Early Years Foundation, these are: 

 

 A Unique Child 

Every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, 

confident and self-assured. 

 

 Positive Relationships 

Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships. 

 

 Enabling Environments 

Children learn in an environment which is stimulating. 

 

 Learning and Development 

Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates and includes children with 

special educational needs and disabilities. 

 

Aims and Objectives 

We aim to provide learning opportunities within a safe and stimulating environment.  We believe 

that Primary education should be varied, challenging and relevant to the world in which our pupils 

will live and work, and produce responsible and caring citizens who are able to get the most out 

of life. 

 

In short, if our pupils leave us both looking back on many happy memories but embracing the 

future, and with a love of life, learning and themselves, then we have achieve our goals. 

 

The EYFS Framework 

Our curriculum for the EYFS reflects the areas of learning identified in the Development Matters 

statements (30-50 and 40-60+ months) leading to the Early Learning Goals. Our children’s 

learning experiences enable them to develop competency and skill across all areas of learning. 
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The Development Matters statements and Early Learning Goals provide the basis for planning 

throughout the EYFS. Teachers use national schemes of work where appropriate, i.e. ‘Letters 

and Sounds’ and ‘Jolly Phonics’ to support their planning. Long-term, medium-term and short-

term plans are in place, which identify intended learning and outcomes. 

 

“There are seven areas of learning and development that must shape educational programmes in 

early years settings.  All areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected.  

Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, 

and for building their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. 

 

The prime areas are:  

 Communication and language 
 Physical development 
 Personal, social and emotional development 

 
Children are also supported in four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are 

strengthened and applied.  The specific areas are: 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the world 

 Expressive Arts and Design (EYFS Framework 2012) 

 

Each area of learning has a requirement and these are detailed below: 

 

Communication and Language development involves giving children opportunities to 
experience a rich language environment; to develop their confidence and skills in expressing 
themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations. 
 
Physical Development involves providing opportunities for young children to be active and 
interactive; and to develop their co-ordination, control and movement.  Children must also be 
helped to understand the importance of physical activity, and to make healthy choices in relation 
to food. 
 
Personal, Social & Emotional Development involves helping children to develop a positive 
sense of themselves, and others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to 
develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour 
in groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities. 
 
Literacy involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and write.  
Children must be given access to a wide range of reading materials (books, poems, and other 
written materials) to ignite their interest. 
 
Mathematics involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in 
counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction 
problems; and to describe shapes, spaces and measures. 
 
Understanding the World involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and 
their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, 
technology and the environment. 
 
Expressive Arts and Design involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of 
media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their 
thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-
play, and design and technology. 
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Play in the EYFS 

Play underpins the EYFS and all aspects of children’s learning and development.  Through play 

the children explore and develop learning experiences that help them make sense of the world. 

They practice and build up their ideas, learn how to control themselves, and begin to understand 

the need for rules. They have the opportunity to think creatively both alongside other children and 

on their own. They communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems.  

 

Play is essential for children’s development, building their confidence as they learn to explore, to 

think about problems, and relate to others.  Children learn by leading their own play, and by 

taking part in play which is guided by adults.  Children have constant access to both the inside 

and outside classrooms. 

 

Teaching and Learning Styles 

We build on children’s strengths and knowledge following their interests and links to whole school 

topics.  The features of effective teaching and learning in our school are defined in our policy on 

teaching and learning.  They apply to learning in the EYFS just as much as they do in Key Stage 

1 and 2.  When planning and guiding children’s learning we reflect the different ways that children 

learn.  These are described as the characteristics of effective learning which are: 

 

 Playing and exploring – children investigate and experience things and will ‘have a go’. 

 Active learning – children concentrate and keep trying if they encounter difficulties and are 

proud of their achievements. 

 Creating and thinking critically – children will take part in both child initiated activities (known 

as ‘busy time’ and adult tasks. Children have and develop their own ideas, make links 

between ideas and develop strategies for doing things. 

 

Outdoor learning is a critical element of the EYFS and our outdoor classroom reflects our indoor 

classroom.  It offers opportunities for learning in different ways on different scales.  Our outdoor 

environment offers children freedom to explore, use their senses, take risks, be physically active 

and is accessible in all weathers.  Children also learn outside using the ‘Forest Schools’ 

approach on a weekly basis. 

 

Inclusion and equal opportunities in the EYFS 

We give our children every opportunity to achieve their full potential. We do this by taking 

account of our children’s range of life experiences when we are planning for their learning (see 

our policy on inclusion and equal opportunities). 

In the EYFS we set realistic and challenging expectations geared to the needs of our children, so 

that most achieve a good level of development by the end of the stage. Some children exceed 

beyond this point. We help them do this by planning to meet the needs of both boys and girls, of 

children with SEN, of children who are more able, of children with disabilities, of children from all 

social and cultural backgrounds, of children from different ethnic groups and of those with diverse 

linguistic backgrounds 

We meet the needs of all our children through: 

 Planning opportunities that build on and extend the children’s knowledge, experience and 

interests and build their self-esteem and confidence 

 Using a variety of teaching strategies that are based on children’s learning needs 

 Providing a wide range of opportunities to motivate and support children, and to help 

them learn effectively 

 Offering a safe and supportive learning environment in which the contribution of all 

children is valued 

 Employing resources that reflect diversity and that avoid stereotyping and discrimination 

 Planning challenging activities for children whose ability and understanding are in 

advance of their language and communication skills 

 Monitoring children’s progress, and providing support as necessary 
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Our intention is to develop quality and consistency in the provision of education and welfare for 

the children in this school. The children will experience excellent provision and will enjoy their 

time in the Reception class. 

 

Assessment  

Assessment is a fundamental part of the plan, teach, assess cycle in the EYFS.  When the 

children start school a baseline assessment is completed and this information is used alongside 

information provided by parents and records from previous settings.  The information is used as a 

starting point for teaching and learning. 

 

Children are assessed continuously through observations and photographs of their play and 
interactions, also during adult led activities. These observations are recorded in the children’s 
learning journeys which provide a record of their development over the year. The information 
gained from these observations is also used to plan activities which meet the needs of individuals 
in the seven areas of learning to ensure continued progress. Any assessments are linked to the 
ages and stages in the Development Matters document. 
 
At the end of the foundation stage children are assessed against the EYFS profile which consists 
of 17 Early Learning Goals (ELGs). A judgment will be made as to whether children have met 
each ELG or if their level of achievement is above or below. Therefore a judgment of expected, 
emerging or exceeding will be made. 
 
The children’s characteristics of learning will also be observed.  These characteristics will form 
the basis for a written report to both parents and the Year 1 teachers at the end of the summer 
term. 

 

The role of parents – ‘Parents as Partners’ 

We believe that parents have an important role to play in the education of their child. We 

therefore recognise the role that parents have played, and their future role, in educating the 

children. We do this through: 

 Inviting parents to an induction meeting during the term before their child starts school led 

by the Headteacher and EYFS Coordinator. 

 Opportunities given to the children to spend time with their teacher before starting school 

 A parental questionnaire about the children prior to starting school to help the teacher know 

more about the children very quickly and to support the smooth start to school 

 Termly questionnaires to ensure up to date information  sharing between home and school. 

 Opportunities for parents to celebrate what the children are achieving at home through our 

‘learning journey at home’. 

 Inviting parents to contribute to the children’s learning journeys. 

 Sharing experiences at home through ‘Me and My Family’ books. 

 Providing various activities that involve parents i.e. regular communication in the reading 

records 

 Offering parents regular opportunities to talk about their child’s progress. 

 Encouraging parents to talk to teachers if there are any concerns 

 Offering a range of activities, throughout the year, which encourage collaboration with the 

child, school and parents 

There is also a formal meeting for parents in the autumn and spring terms at which the parents 

discuss the child’s progress in private with the teacher. In the summer term there is an ‘open day’ 

where parents are invited to come and see their children in the school environment and share 

their work. There are opportunities to arrange further/additional meetings with the class teacher if 

needed. 

 

Resources 
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We plan a learning environment both indoors and outdoors that encourages a positive attitude to 

learning, investigative play and collaboration with others. We use materials and equipment that 

reflect both the community that the children come from and the wider world. We encourage the 

children to initiate their own learning and we always encourage independent learning. 

 

EYFS Co-ordinator 

The EYFS co-ordinator contributes to the school development plan and school self evaluation 

and manages ongoing monitoring, the resources budget and evaluation of the subject area. The 

co-ordinator meets termly with the EYFS link governor. 

 

Safeguarding 

Please see our school safeguarding policy and the EYFS statutory framework. 

 

Health and Safety 

Please see our school Health and Safety policy and the EYFS risk assessments. 

 

Conclusion 

This policy should be read in conjunction with all our other policies; which apply equally to the 

EYFS. 

 

Monitoring and review 

This policy is monitored by the governing body and will be reviewed in three years or earlier if 

necessary. 

 

Dated:  2019 
To be reviewed: 2022 or earlier if deemed necessary 


